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SPECIES  REGULATIONS  AND  DESCRIPTIONS 

The  Fishing  Map  (on  reverse)  indicates  known  locations  of  game  lish  species  within  the  boundaries  of  Yel- 
lowstone National  Park  This  map  is  provided  as  an  aid  to  fishermen  seeking  sport  of  particular  species  and 
does  not  imply  a  legal  basis  for  species  distribution  IT  IS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  THE  ANGLER  TO 
BE  ABLE  TO  DISTINGUISH  ONE  FISH  SPECIES  FROI^I  ANOTHER 
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ar  country,  ana 
of  your  safety  Bears  often  utili 
iakesfiores  Traveling  alone  in  bear  country  is  not  recom- 
mended Make  enough  noise  as  to  make  your  presence 
known  to  bears  It  you  should  encounter  a  bear,  give  it 
plenty  of  room,  detour  if  possible  or  vi'ait  for  the  bear  to 
move  on  If  a  bear  should  charge  or  attack  and  the  situa- 
tion allows,  climb  a  tree  If  you  are  caught  by  a  bear,  try 
playing  dead  Do  not  run.  this  may  excite  the  bear  Care- 
fully read  alt  bear  country  guidelines  and  regulations  and 
be  prepared  for  any  situation, 


FISH  CLEANING 
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and  dropping  into  deep  water 

BOATING 

A  Boat  Permit  is  required  for  all  types  of  vessels  and  must 
be  obtained  in  person  at  any  of  the  following  locations: 
South  Entrance.  Lewis  Lake  Campground.  Grant  Village 
Visitor  Center,  Bridge  Bay  (Warina.  Lake  Ranger  Station 

)lh  Visitor  Center  The  fee  is  $10  for  motorized 

I  $5  for  t 
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YELLOWSTONE  FISHING  MAP 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS 


Fishing  Permit 

A  valid  fishing  permit  is  required  and  shall  be  in  the  possession  of  all  persons  12  years  of  age 
and  older  who  are  fishing  in  the  waters  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  The  permit  shall  be  displayed 
on  demand  of  any  authorized  representative  of  the  Superintendent 


CATCH  AND  RELEASE  -  means  that  all  fish  caught  shall  be  carefully  and 

returned  to  the  water  from  which  they  were  taken. 

FLY  FISHING  ONLY  -  means  that  artificial  flies  only  may  be  used  to  attract  fish,  regardless 


I  drained  by  a  nve 
TRIBUTARY  ■  Any  stream  which  flows  into 
ABOVE  -  upstream;  BELOW  -  downstream 


onnecting  tnbutaries  and  lakes 
I  larger  river  or  lake 


Open  Fishing  Season: 

Fishing  season  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  is  open  from  the  Saturday  of  Ivlemorial  Day  weekend 

through  October  31  between  5  am  and  10  p,m 

WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  EXCEPTIONS 

e  Yellowstone  drainage  above  the  Chittenden  Bridge  at  Canyon 
open  to  fishing  on  July  15  Rivers  and  streams  include  those  portions  of  Yellowstone  Lake 
Within  100  yards  of  the  river  or  stream  outlet 
b    Yellowstone  Lake  and  all  other  lakes  (including  Sylvan  Lake)  in  the  Yellowstone  River  drainage 

above  the  Chittenden  Bridge  at  Canyon  open  to  fishing  on 
c     Trout.  Shnmp  and  Buck  Lakes  and  connecting  waters  open  June  1 5.  EXCEPT  that  the  inlet 

to  Trout  Lake  is  closed  until  July  15 
d    Agate  Creek  and  Cottonwood  Creek,  and  the  Yellowstone  River  within  1 00  yards  of  the  mouths 

of  Agate  and  Cottonwood  Creeks  open  to  fishing  July  15 
e    The  Madison.  Firehole.  Gibbon.  Snake.  Lewis  (below  the  falls).  Lamar  and  Gardner  Rivers 
and  Soda  Butte  Creek  will  remain  open  until  the  West  Entrance  Road  is  closed 
wheeled  vehicle  traffic  tor  the  winter 
Closed  Waters: 

a    Fishing  from  road  bridges  is  prohibited 

b    The  following  waters  of  the  park  are  closed  to  fishing  and  are  so  designated  by  appropriate 
signs: 

(i)  Pelican  Creek  from  its  mouth  to  a  point  two  miles  upstream 
(ii)  The  Yellowstone  River  and  its  tributary  streams  from  the  Yellowstone  Lake  outlet 
to  a  point  one  mile  downstream 

(iii)  The  Yellowstone  River  and  its  Inbutary  streams  from  the  confluence  of  Alum  Creek 
with  the  Yellowstone  River  upstream  to  the  Sulphur  Caldron 

(iv)  The  Yellowstone  River  from  the  Chittenden  Bridge  downstream  to  a  point  directly 
below  Silver  Cord  Cascade 
(v)  The  Yellowstone  River  for  100  yds  upstream  and  downstream  from  LeHardy  Rapids 
(vi)  Bridge  Bay  Lagoon  and  (Carina  and  Grant  Village  Lagoon  and  H/larina.  and  their 
connecting  channels  with  Yellowstone  Lake 

(vil)  The  shores  of  the  southern  extreme  of  the  West  Thumb  thermal  area  along  the 
shore  of  Yellowstone  Lake  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Thumb  Creek, 
(viii)  The  Ivlammoth  water  supply  reservoir 

(ix)  The  Firehole  River,  from  the  road  bridge  one-half  mile  east  of  Old  Faithful  down- 
stream to  the  road  bridge  at  Biscuit  Basin 

lay    be    posted    as    closed    by    order    of    the    Superintendent 

Tackle  and  Bait  Restrictions: 

Each  angler  may  use  only  one  rod  or  line,  which  must  be  held  in  the  hand  Fishing  in  any  other 
manner  is  prohibited  Only  artificial  lures  may  be  used,  and  these  lures  may  have  only  one  hook 
This  hook  may  have  a  single,  double  or  tretsle  points   No  snagging  is  permitted, and  no  natural 
or  organic  bait  may  be  used,  including  salmon  eggs,  worms,  insects  or  foodstuffs- 
Exceptions 

a    Persons  1 1  years  of  age  or  under  may  fish 
an  Creek,  Indian  Creek,  and  Panther  Creek 

b    The  fifladison  and  Firehole  Rivers,  and  the  Gibbon  River  below  Gibbon  Falls  are  restricted 
to  FLY  FISHING  ONLY 

Creel  Limits  and  Size  Limits: 

Creel  limits  refer  to  the  number  of  fish  which  may  be  caught  and  kept,  A  specific  size  limit  refers 
to  the  minimum  or  maximum  length  that  a  fish  can  be  to  be  kept  Any  fish  over  or  under  the  speci- 
fied lengths  must  be  carefully  and  immediately  returned  to  the  water  from  which  they  were 

Daily  Limit: 

The  number  of  fish  that  may  be  kept  per  day  is  five  fish,  of  which  three 

Possession  Limit: 

The  number  of  fish  that  a  person  may  have  in  his/her  possession  at  any  time,  regardless  if  fresh, 
stored  in  freezers  or  ice  chests,  or  otherwise  preserved,  is  five,  of  which  three  must  be  brook 
A  person  must  cease  fishing  immediately  upon  filling  his/her  possession  limit  To  continue  fish- 
ing, catch  and  release  or  otherwise,  a  person  must  possess  no  more  than  four  fish  of  which  two 
must  be  brook  trout 
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Fishing  In 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

Yellowstone  National  Park  is  managed  as  a  natural  area  to  protect  na- 
tive plants,  animals,  geology,  and  scenic  landscapes.  Legislation  and 
policies  prohibit  hunting  in  parks,  but  angling  has  been  a  major  visitor 
activity  for  over  a  century.  Present  regulations  reflect  the  Park's  primary 
purpose  of  protection  and  use.  Specifically,  the  objectives  of  the  fish- 
ing program  are: 


1.  To  manage  fishing  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Park's 
ecosystem. 

2.  To  preserve  and  restore  native  species  and  habitats. 

3.  To  provide  recreational  fishing  opportunities  for  the  en- 
joyment of  park  visitors,  consistent  with  the  first  two 
objectives. 


In  Yellowstone,  bald  eagles,  ospreys,  pelicans,  otters,  grizzly  bears,  and 
other  wildlife  take  precedence  over  humans  in  utilizing  fish  as  food.  Ad- 
ditionally, all  fish  in  Yellowstone  are  wild,  and  therefore  depend  on  a 
sufficient  number  of  adults  to  maintain  natural  reproduction  (no  stock- 
ing) and  genetic  diversity.  These  facts  necessitate  both  a  philosophical 
and  literal  distinction  between  recreational  angling  and  removing  fish 
for  consumption.  A  Yellowstone  angling  experience  is  based  on  the  op- 
portunity to  fish  for  native  species  or  wild  trout  in  a  natural  setting. 

Management  practices,  consisting  mainly  of  restrictive  regulations,  have 
been  necessary  to  keep  abreast  of  the  increasing  number  of  park-wide 
anglers.  Regulations  used  to  protect  fish  include  manipulating  season 
dates,  restricting  baits  and  creel  and  size  limits  (including  catch  and 
release  only).  A  few  areas  are  closed  to  protect  threatened  species,  nest- 
ing birds,  and  to  provide  scenic  vistas  with  undisturbed  wildlife. 

Over  3  million  waterfowl  die  each  year  from  lead  poisoning,  primarily 
through  ingestion.  Because  lead  products  such  as  anglers'  sinkers,  gaso- 
line and  its  residues  concentrate  in  aquatic  environments,  we  encourage 
visitors  to  use  non-toxic  alternatives  to  lead  whenever  possible.  Monofila- 
ment line  has  also  caused  injury  and  death  to  birds.  Please  pick  up  all 
spent  monofilament  line  and  deposit  it  in  trash  receptacles. 


Releasing  Fish 


The  following  suggestions  will  insure  that  a  released  fish  has  the  best 
chance  for  survival: 


1 .  Play  fish  as  rapidly  as  possible,  do  not  play  to  total  ex- 
haustion. 

2.  Keep  fish  in  water  as  much  as  possible  when  handling 
and  removing  hook. 

3.  Remove  hook  gently  -  do  not  squeeze  fish  or  put 
fingers  in  gills.  The  use  of  barbless  hooks  is  en- 
couraged to  make  release  easier. 

4.  If  deeply  hooked  -  cut  line  -  do  not  pull  hook  out.  Most 
fish  survive  with  hooks  left  in  them. 

5.  Release  fish  only  after  its  equilibrium  is  maintained.  If 
necessary,  gently  hold  fish  upright,  facing  upstream. 

6.  Release  fish  in  quiet  water  close  to  the  area  where  it 
was  hooked. 
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